
 
 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE  
PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

 
Date: May 9, 2006               

 
Location: Centennial Park – Live Oak Room 600 Nickerson Drive, Paso Robles 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CALL MEETING TO ORDER  
Chairman Nash called the meeting to order at 4:05 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL  
Secretary O’Neal took roll as follows: 
Members present:  Robin Fairbairn, Robert Gibson, Amie Hammond, Heidi Hostetter- 

Wicka, Robert Nash, Barbara Partridge, David Steaffens and Kevin Will 
City staff present:  Annie Robb, Charlotte Gorton, Judy O’Neal, Doug Monn and Charles  

Lorenzen 
City Council reps present: Councilman Nemeth 
City Council reps absent: Mayor Mecham 
Planning Commissioner rep: Christie Withers 
  
PUBLIC COMMENTS - None 
 
CONSENT AGENDA  
Items on the Consent Agenda are considered routine, and, therefore do not require separate discussion.  
However, if discussion is necessary, or if a member of the public wishes to comment on any item, the item 
may be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered separately.  Questions of clarification may be 
made by the Advisory members without removal from the Agenda. 
 
1.   A motion was made by Member Fairbairn, seconded by Will, to approve the Minutes of the April 11, 

2006 meeting – motion passed.    
 
DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 
2.  Parks-4-Pups

• Paula O’Farrell, representing Parks-4-Pups, reviewed the proposal (see Attachment A attached) 
given to the Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee and noted that 1,131 signatures of support 
for dogs in parks were given to Robert Nash, Chairman of the Advisory Committee for review.   

• Paula asked the audience to stand and be recognized in support for dogs to be allowed in public 
parks.  There were approximately 34 supporters in attendance.  

• Paula recapped the proposal to amend the City Ordinance #489 (Sec. 8.08.055) and to adopt the 
walking paths at Centennial Park and Turtle Creek Parks, on a one-year trial basis, as designated 
“dog walks”.  Their organization will pay for the installation of dog walk bag dispensers and 
maintain the trails with their group of volunteers. 
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• Turtle Creek Park is in the City’s Landscape and Lighting District and staff will have to check if 
there are any maintenance restrictions governing that park. Doug will let Paula and staff  know his 
findings. 

 
Public comments:  

• Pete Jenny, San Luis Obispo County Parks Manager, spoke on behalf of the County’s off-leash 
public pet parks.  Six years ago there were no off leash, pet parks and now there are three and he is 
very supportive of them all: 

a) San Luis Obispo 4-Pups 
b) Nipomo Park 
c) Highland Park in Atascadero 

• Milt Carrigan, Paso Robles, if he would have known there was no place to walk his dog in Paso 
Robles, especially a park, he probably would not have moved here.  He was led to believe you could 
walk your dog at Sherwood Park by his realtor and later found out about the leash law prohibiting 
dogs in all city parks. 

• Other Parks-4-Pup supporters that spoke were:  
o Diane Thompson, Paso Robles   Greg Hessick Atascadero 
o Emily Beebee, Paso Robles    Kate Paap, , Paso Robles 
o Lee Agon, Paso Robles     Emily Cohen, Paso Robles 
o Nancy, Paso Robles     Greg Haas, behalf of REC Foundation, non-profit  
o Judy James, Atascadero     Beth Gier, , Paso Robles  
o Kathy Kropp, Paso Robles 

 
Advisory Committee Action: 
 

• Robin Fairbairn made a motion, seconded by Heidi Hostetter-Wicka, to approve the proposal 
submitted by Paula O’Farrell, representing Parks-4-Pups, for the City to review the Municipal 
Ordinance #489 (Sec 8.08055) that bans dogs on-leash from all city parks. Parks-4-Pups would like 
to adopt the walking paths at Centennial Park and Turtle Creek Park as designated “dog walks” on a 
one year trial basis and these would be designated as “dogs allowed” areas; Parks-4-Pups would pay 
to install dog walk bag dispensers and maintain these two trails with group volunteers as outlined in 
the proposal and attached in “Attachment A”.   

 
Chairman Nash requested a roll call vote of this motion as follows:   
 
5 - Yes:  Robin Fairbairn, Robert Gibson, Amie Hammond, Heidi Hostetter-Wicka, 

   and Barbara Partridge 
 3 - Noes: Robert Nash, David Steaffens and Kevin Will 

 
Motion passes with a five (5) votes yes and three (3) noes. 

 
3. Naming Policy  

• Member Partridge discussed the possibilities of park benches as a gift. 
• Discussed a City moratorium on gifting park benches until we have a mechanism in place for gifting 

benches, trees, rose bushes, statues, etc.   
• An ad hoc committee was formed of Partridge and Steaffens to work with Annie Robb to amend the 

City’s Naming Policy. 
 
 
 
 

 2



AD HOC COMMITTEE UPDATES 
 
Parks and Recreation Standards - None 
 
Master Plan Parks - None 
 
Skate Park - None 
 
Billboards 

1. We are still waiting for feedback from Officer Tato of the Paso Robles Police Dept. 
2. Will and Fairbairn thought the city could make money by posting billboards at city parks. 
3. Members Will and Fairbairn do not plan to continue their membership with the PRAC.  With this in 

mind, the Advisory Committee may not want to pursue this Goal.   
4. Councilman Nemeth asked why this project did not go forward because he thinks it is a good project.  

Ad hoc answered: bureaucracy, First Amendment, who will do the maintenance and upkeep and cost 
analysis posters?  Revenue stream is good and he would be happy to help if needed. 

 
PLANNING COMMISSIONER - None 
 
CITY MANAGER / CITY COUNCIL COMMUNICATION  
 
Nemeth discussed: 

1. Parks & Recreation Standards will be discussed having representatives from other Committees.  
Councilman Nemeth wanted to know if the Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee had a 
representative attending the City Council meetings yet? Robb advised no. 
Councilman Nemeth advised the Parks-4-Pups project would be a good example or need for a 
representative. 

2. Discussed the new Centennial Park roller hockey courts, nets, how it is a great asset, etc. 

UNSCHEDULED MATTERS  
• The following members do not plan on renewing their membership that expires on  

June 30, 1006: 
1. Heidi Hostetter-Wicka has to go back to work. 
2. Robin Fairbairn will be serving on the Mozart Festival Board. 
3. Amie Hammond is working in San Luis Obispo and it is too difficult to make the meetings. 
4. Kevin Will cannot commit his time and does not have the desire for the committee. 

 
• Chairman Nash and Interim-Director Robb would like the above members to do an exit interview in 

writing:   
a) Their opinion of the Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee, etc.? 
b) What the members, city and/or staff can do to better the Advisory Committee, etc.? 
c) Recommendations for the City Council governing this Committee, etc.? 

 
• Robb talked about the Sherwood Forrest ground breaking ceremony. Staff did a very nice job. 

   
ADJOURN   

• Adjourn to the next regular meeting on Tuesday, June 13, 2006, 4:00 p.m. at Centennial Park – Live 
Oak Room, 600 Nickerson Drive, Paso Robles. 

 
THESE MINUTES WERE APPROVED BY THE PARKS & RECREATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE AT THEIR 6/13/06 MEETING 

 
Parks & Recreation Advisory Committee Minutes of 5/9/06 
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